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LESSON TWO | Time: It’s a Gift! 

Opening prayer 

Review 

Getting into our study  

In Lesson 2 we’ll explore four special biblical concepts of time that can enhance our 

understanding and appreciation of God’s gift of time. Each of these presents a unique way of 

looking at time that can help us navigate the varied circumstances that life throws at us and 

make the most of the time God gives us to live our lives for him. Take the time to dwell on 

and savor these wonderful truths in a relaxed and unhurried way. This lesson may take longer 

than an hour; excuse those who need to leave early—continue as time allows for the rest of 

you. 

LESSON 2 | God’s Time 

Time of grace. 

1. Share a time when you’ve been relieved to know you have a grace period. It may 

have been as a student when you were granted an extension on a paper that was 

overdue. Or it may have had to do with the repayment of a debt. Have you 

experienced grace in a similar way? 

 

2. The biblical definition of grace is __________________________________________. 

 

 

3. The Apostle Paul gives us some great insights into the meaning of grace in a letter to 

the young pastor Timothy (2 Timothy 1:8-10).  Look up and read the passage 

together. How does Paul see grace working in his life?  

 

4. Apply this now to the common expression “time of grace.” How would you define 

our time of grace? What would it have meant to Paul in prison in the passage above 

that his imprisonment too was a part of his time of grace? 
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5. How does it help you to cope with whatever you may be dealing with at the present 

time to know with certainty that the whole of a believer’s life is lived out as a time of 

grace? 

 

 

 

6. In what sense is it true also for the unbeliever that his or her life is a “time of 

grace?” What is the purpose for which God gives unbelievers their time of grace? 

(See 2 Peter 3:9) 

 

Times of refreshment.  

7. Aaaahhh….to be refreshed! What comes to mind for you? 

 

8. Explain: It’s possible for us to look for refreshment in life in ways that don’t really 

refresh, and may even do us harm. 

 

9. Look up the following verses: Acts 3:19 and Romans 12:2. What is the path God 

provides for times of true refreshing and renewal in our lives?  

 

 

10. The Apostle John, in his gospel, uses a picture from nature to further reveal the idea 

of refreshment. Read John 15:1-8 taking turns with each verse. Read slowly and 

note the repetition.  

 

11. How does the vine refresh its branches? What is the positive outcome when the 

connection between vine and branch is firm and works as it should? What happens 

if the branch is cut off from the vine? 
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12. Complete the following: God’s purpose in giving me times of refreshment in my life  

is______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Opportune Time.  

13. There are two words for time in the New Testament: one is chronological or 

sequential time (Greek: chronos), which is the normal use of time. The other is a 

special word for time: opportune time (kairos). How is this distinction still useful for 

us today in our understanding of time? 

 

 

14. God gives opportune time in ways that may be unnoticed. Talk about these 

examples:  

Our children are little for only a short time. How will we make the most of that time? Do 

we even view it as an opportune time that God is giving us, or do we miss it because of 

busyness or preoccupation with other things that seem more important? 

 

 

 

 

You’re on an errand and run into someone who’s been on your heart and in your prayers 

for some time. Your time is really short. So which gives way? Your chronological 

timetable or the opportune time God is placing in your path? 

 

 

 

 

Discuss other scenarios where it’s important to be tuned in to the opportune time rather 

than only our scheduled hourly time. 

 

 

 

 

15. Do you take time in your prayer life to thank God for the opportune times in your 

life or do you see them sometimes as a nuisance? Pray that God would open our eyes 

to better seize these unexpected moments to show his love in the world. Record 

opportune time experiences you have and share in the next lesson. 
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Fullness of Time 

16. Read Galatians 4:4. How do you understand the expression “fullness of time” 

(original Greek translation) or “when the time had fully come?” (NIV paraphrase).  

 

17. What specific events do the following passages reveal about God’s perfect timing? 

Take turns looking up the following accounts: 

Esther 4:12-14  

 

Luke 2:1-3, 6  

 

John 19:30  

 

Romans 5: 6 & 8  

18. Share a time when you were in awe at how some events/thoughts/plans came 

together perfectly? Explain how you could see God’s hand and timing at work.  

 

MORE TIME (As time allows) 

19. What is meant by the familiar section of Ecclesiastes 3:1? “There is a time for 

everything, and a season for every activity under heaven.”  

 

You may want to gain further insight from the following section of Wisconsin Lutheran 

Seminary (WLS) essay: The Eternal God Is Our Refuge: A Brief Commentary on 

Ecclesiastes by G. Wolff 

God, the Creator of the universe, envelops in his almighty power all human life and with 

it all its activities and all earthly happenings. “In him we live, move and have our 

being” (Ac 17:28). “For from him and through him and to him are all things” (Ro 

11:36). He has also established time, though he himself is not subject to it, existing, as he 

does, in eternity. Thus he has fixed a time for the beginning, the duration and the end of 

every event and of every human activity. It is not chance, nor the will of man, but the will 
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of God which governs all things. This almighty will of God is at work in all men, in the 

good and in the evil. However, man is at a loss to comprehend how God’s will squares 

with human responsibility. The wicked, too, accomplish God’s will unwittingly and 

involuntarily. The most striking example of this is the death of Jesus Christ. Consider the 

prayer of the Christian congregation in Jerusalem: “Indeed, Herod and Pontius Pilate met 

together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your 

holy servant Jesus, whom you appointed” (Ac 4:27). And Peter in his sermon to the 

people of Israel said: “This man was handed over to you by God’s set purpose and 

foreknowledge, and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to 

the cross” (Ac 2:23). Yet the Jews bear the full responsibility for their crime. They were 

cut to the heart, and upon asking Peter and the other apostles what they should do under 

the circumstances, they were told: “Repent and be baptized every one of you, in the name 

of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven” (Ac 2:37, 38). Having, first of all, 

affirmed the general truth that there is a time for everything (stating, in effect, that 

everything happens with the foreknowledge of God and according to his fixed plan, 

in other words, according to divine providence), Solomon goes into detail and 

enumerates fourteen pairs of events or acts involving man. Each pair is a contrast 

between a destructive or negative act along with a corresponding positive or constructive 

one. Solomon thus demonstrates that human life is not a confused mixture of things, 

good and bad, due to chance and occurring higgledy-piggledy in utter confusion, but 

rather that everything happens at a time fixed by God and serves in effecting his 

plan, which is hidden from us, but concerning which the Bible assures us that it 

promotes his glory and our happiness.  

Look also at the Concordia Study Bible note on Ecclesiastes 1:2, p.994: “The basic 

thrust of Ecclesiastes is that all of life is meaningless, useless, hollow, futile and vain if it 

is not rightly related to God. Only when life is based on God and his word is life 

worthwhile.” 

Note: A “time for everything” doesn’t mean we’re here to cram everything possible into 

our daily planner. It means, as stated in the essay, that “everything happens with the 

foreknowledge of God and according to his fixed plan.” 

Closing prayer (include prayer requests) 

Closing song – Christian Worship Supplement #761 Christ Is with Me (License 

needed)  

Alternate Closing song – Christian Worship #584 O Blessed Holy Trinity (Public 

domain) 

 


